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[ Abstract]  Astragalus membranaceus is one of the medical materials frequently used in China and well marketed at
home and abroad. It is mainly produced in Shanxi province, Gansu province, Inner Mongolia, etc. In this study, we analyzed
the export characteristic of A. membranaceus from the aspects of export country, export volume and export unit-price. We found
that China was a net exporter of A. membranaceus between 2011 and 2016, and there was no import trade carried out between
China and other countries during this period. The export quantity and amount changed without showing any significant trend be-
tween 2011 and 2016, with the average annual export quantity and amount were 3 903. 50 tons and 21. 041 5 million dollars,
respectively. However, the export unit-price significantly increased about 75.15% from 2011 to 2016. In addition, the export
unit-price was significantly different among different countries, with that of Japan was the highest, followed by Singapore and
that of Vietnam was the lowest. In 2016, A. membranaceus were exported through 21 ports, among which the Shenzhen port had
the largest export volume and the Chengdu port had the smallest export volume. The export unit-price of A. membranaceus was
the highest when exported through Hangzhou port. Moreover, we need to pay more attention to set production standard in the
producing process, cultivate new international market and improve the deep processing product capacity to enhance the interna-
tional competitiveness of the industry of A. membranaceus.
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