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A Holistic and Correlative View of Species/Varieties, Quality and Efficacy for Animal Medicines in TCM
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[ Abstract]  The quality of the animal medicines in TCM could be subdivided into eight aspects; germplasm or heredity
quality, environmental quality, culture quality, processing quality, storage quality, morphological quality, chemical quality
and efficacy quality. Various influencing factors which impact on animal-origin medicines’ quality are mainly generalized as
follows: dominancy by heredity characteristic, modification by environment condition, maintenance of diversity, historical
inheritance and changement, decisive effect by performance and effectiveness, multivariate regulation, storage-quality ensure-
ment, distinguishment between genuineness and falseness. Keeping the perspective of holism and focusing on the therapeutic
efficacy, a holistic and correlative view of species/varieties, quality and efficacy for animal medicines in TCM was put
forward. On this basis, a preliminary conception for evaluation system and assurance system of the quality of animal medicines
was proposed.
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