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[ Abstract]  Cistanches Herba( CH)is a desert endangered parasitic plant and one of the most famous tonic traditional
Chinese medicines (TCM ). After the first academic symposium on CH and the foundation of the National Cistanche Research
Cooperation Group in 2000, the organized research and industrialization promotion of CH have been carried out. With the
vigorous promotion of governments at all levels and the continuous efforts of the industry, CH has developed from an endangered
plant in the past to a variety of TCM with a planting area of 2 million mu and an annual output of over 7000 t. A number of
innovative drugs and health products have been developed, and the annual output value of the relevant industries has grown from
less than 2 billion CNY to more than 20 billion CNY. In the present paper, we systematically introduced the brilliant achievements
made in the research and promotion of cultivation technology, research on active components and their mechanism, quality control
and standard establishment, new product development and industrial development of CH in the past 20 years. Moreover, the key
problems existing in the current industrial development and their corresponding solution were pointed out, and the prospects for the
industry development of CH were predicted, which will provide not only the guidance for efficient and high-quality development of
CH industry, but also the useful reference for the development of the whole industry chain of endangered Chinese medicine.
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