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[Abstract]

Objective: To reveal the distribution and application status of mineral Chinese medicine (MCM)

resources in southwest China (Sichuan province, Guizhou province, Yunnan province, Chongqing municipality, Tibet

autonomous region) and provide a scientific basis for the quality control and industrial development of local MCM

resources. Methods: The data from the special survey of MCM resources in the fourth national survey of traditional Chinese

medicine resources (southwest China), literature, and fieldwork were combined for the statistics and analysis of MCM

species in southwest China. Results: A total of 124 MCM species were identified in southwest China, mainly including

carbonates, sulfates, and oxides. Specifically, there were 65, 69, 48, 33, and 72 MCM species in Sichuan, Guizhou, Yunnan,

Chongqing, and Tibet, respectively. The MCM in southwest China has been developed for new uses such as treating eye

diseases and hypertension and is full of ethnic characteristics. Conclusion: There are rich MCM resources with wide

distribution in southwest China. However, there are problems such as confusing names, differences in quality, and unsound

quality evaluation system. This survey can provide a basis for the development and utilization of Chinese medicinal

resources in southwest China.
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