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[Abstract] This paper compared the medicinal plant resources in Gansu Province between the Fourth and Third
National Survey of Chinese Materia Media Resources. Compared with the third survey, the fourth survey additionally
identified 2072 species belonging to 309 genera of 22 families in Gansu, including 37 new species. There were 187 species
of medicinal plants disappeared or not investigated, belonging to 158 genera of 87 families. This paper explored the causes
of species changes of medicinal plant resources in Gansu over the past 40 years. The improved technology, equipment, and
top-level design, increased staff, and expanded survey scope substantially increased the number of medicinal plant species
identified in the fourth survey. The change of eco-environment narrowed the habitats of some species and the habitat being
cliffs are major reasons for the missed survey of some species. This study can provide reference for the protection,

development, and utilization of medicinal plant resources in Gansu.
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